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means of fire control had been seriously interrupted. The
Turkish gun crews were demoralized and even the German
officers present had, apparently, little hope of successful
resistance if the Fleet attacked next day. Of the nine rows
of mines many had been in position for six months, and a
large proportion of these were believed either to have been
carried away by the current, or to such a depth that ships
would not have touched them. For the rest, many were
of old pattern and not too trustworthy, and owing to
the shortage of numbers they were, on an average, 90 yards
apart, more than three times the beam of a ship. A German
journalist describes the great astonishment of the defenders
of the coast forts when the attack suddenly ceased. He
records that the German naval gunners who were manning
the batteries at Chanak told him later that they had made
up their minds the Fleet would win, and they themselves
could not have held out much longer.5'*

The above statement is based on ** Der Kampf um die Dar-
danellen, 1915," page 74, the German official account written
by Muhlmann, a Staff Officer of General Liman von Sanders ;
also " Zwei Kriegsjahre in Konstantinopel," by Stuermer, and
the Turkish official account, which says : " In Fort Hamidieh
[19] there were but five to ten rounds left, and the batteries
on the European side were equally low."

The Jed was one of the destroyers fitted with a light mine-
seeking sweep, and her (" River ") ckss had proved their ability
to work them efficiently. These sweeps were not strong enough
to dear mines, but they were valuable for giving warning of
their presence. The " River " dass had no room to handle a
proper minesweeping outfit, but I felt that something could be
improvised to enable these to be worked from the eight" Beagle "
dass destroyers.

We now had two whole ships* companies to draw on to
man the sweepers, whose crews could be sent home. I knew
that some of the latter and a great number of officers and men
of the ships would volunteer for service in sweepers, some of
which could ky tunny nets to protect bombarding ships ; others
could assist the destroyers to dear the minefields.

* "Military Operations," Vol. I, pages 105 and 106.